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Following graduation,
Potter got a job as a stock-
broker, but spent every
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chance he got painting.
“Even though I got a
job right out of college,
I still had this thing
that I would do art
every day; said Potter.
“In the last five years,
I kicked it into high
gear. I'd walk out to
the street during my
lunch hour - still in my
suit — and paint every
single day. I'd paint
nocturnes at night
when the kids went to
sleep. Whatever it took.
It was a huge mission,
but everything worked
out and it happened.
Now all I do is paint”

Potter remembers those days fondly and
still loves painting out of doors. Come July,
Potter will lead a group of twenty artists in
a Quick Draw Competition, where they’ll
descend on downtown Santa Barbara during
July’s 1st Thursday event and paint en plein
air for about two hours before displaying
their art work for a one-night-only
reception, complete with artist awards, wine
tasting, live music, and an art sale at Casa
De la Guerra. Potter plans to continue the
event annually.

“Painting is more than just painting,”
he said. “It brings me outside and helps me
accomplish something by going out there,
too. It’s not just going outside and observing

Christmas at the Paradise Cafe, 8" x 10", oil on linen panel by Chris Potter

it for yourself, but bringing something back
for everyone to see. It’s about capturing,
recording, and sharing an experience. It’s
about community”

Fast Frame is located at 1333 State Street.

Hours are 10am fo 5:30pm, Monday through
Friday, and 10am to 4pm, Saturday. For

more information, call 882-1058 or visit www.
fastframesb.com. For more information about the
Plein Air Santa Barbara Quick Draw Competition,
call 252-7052 or visit www.chrispotterart.com.



